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Proclamation 7180 of April 8, 1999
National D.A.R.E. Day, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) program, founded in
1983 by the Los Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District, helps children across our Nation develop into the
bright, talented, and healthy individuals they have the potential to be-
come. The D.A.R.E. curriculum is designed to give children in kinder-
garten through 12th grade the skills they need to avoid involvement in
drugs, gangs, and violence. Taught by community police officers who
have the special training and experience necessary to address the dif-
ficult issues facing young people, the D.A.R.E, program reaches more
than 26 million students each day in nearly 75 percent of our Nation's
school districts, encouraging young Americans to resist peer pressure
and to lead lives free from the shadows of drugs and violence.

D.A.R.E.'s mission is a crucial one. Drug abuse costs our Nation more
than 14,000 lives and billions of dollars each year. A recent study by
the Department of Justice confirms that drug use continues to be a fac-
tor in crimes such as burglary, auto theft, assault, and murder, and that
one in six offenders commits a crime just to get money for drugs. Be-
cause of alarming statistics like these, we must focus our efforts not
just on those already addicted to drugs, but on all our young people,
so that we can reach them before they are exposed to these illegal sub-
stances. Working in partnership with parents, teachers, and commu-
nities, the D.A.R.E. program conveys to children at an impressionable
age a strong message about the dangers of substance abuse and strives
to give them the tools and motivation they need to avoid those dan-

gers.

Expanding on grassroots efforts like D.A.R.E., my Administration’s
1999 National Drug Control Strategy provides a comprehensive ap-
proach to move us closer to a drug-free America. An important part of
this long-term plan is our emphasis on educating children. We know
that when children understand the dangers of drugs, their rates of drug
use decline. Our National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign and the
Safe and Drug-Free Schools program focus on helping young Ameri-
cans reject illegal drugs and violence. In addition, in recent years, we
have protected and increased the funding of the Safe and Drug-Free
Schools program. Coupled with programs like D.A.R.E,, these efforts
offer us real hope for freeing America's communities from the tragedy
of substance abuse and the crime and violence they spawn. By doing
so, we will give our children the safe and healthy future they geserve.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 8,
1999, as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon our youth, parents, edu-
cators, and all the people of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7181 of April 9, 1999
Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Inspired by the powerful words of Thomas Jefferson, the courageous
military tactics of José de San Martin, and the revolutionary spirit of
Simén Bolivar and many other leaders, the peoples of the Americas
forged their nations with a profound respect for liberty and justice.
Today, a devotion to democratic ideals unifies the countries in our
hemisphere. The strengthening of democratic institutions and practices
throughout the Americas reflects our enduring commitment to human
rights, free and fair elections, and the rule of law. The expansion of
open markets illustrates our determination to achieve sustainable eco-
nomic growth. At the dawn of a new millennium, we must work with
a renewed spirit of cooperation to meet the challenges of our future
and fulfill the destiny of our region.

In strengthening the ties that bind our nations together, we reaffirm our
shared commitment to democracy and to the security of our hemi-
sphere. Last April, the democratically elected leaders of our hemi-
sphere met in Santiago, Chile, for the second Summit of the Americas.
Building on the foundation laid at the Miami Summit in 1994, we de-
veloped an action plan for the future. Our strategy includes concrete
methods to strengthen democracy, protect human rights, increase ac-
cess to education, expand free and fair trade, and reduce corruption.

Thanks in part to the strong bonds between the nations of the Amer-
icas, our region has achieved an unprecedented era of peace and sta-
bility. As one of the world’s oldest regional alliances, the Organization
of American States has served as a guiding institution in that endeavor.
Through several vital initiatives, it has worked to foster multilateral co-
operation, to bolster hemispheric security, to resolve regional disputes,
and to combat corruption, drug trafficking, and international terrorism.
Our community of democracies also encouraged the governments of
Peru and Ecuador to sign an historic Peace Accord last October that
finally put their longstanding border dispute to an end.

As we look to our common future, we must not forget that our vision
for the Western Hemisphere also includes Cuba, whose citizens must
be allowed the fruits of liberty and the rewards of integration. We must
also remember that our commitment to closer cooperation becomes es-
pecially important in times of tragedy. As hundreds of thousands of
p°°|f,1° across the Americas work to rebuild their homes and their lives
in the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch and the earthquake in Colombia,
we must be there to lend a helping hand and to provide the tools nec-
essary to revitalize the economies of our neighgors and help renew
their communities. United by a proud history and a shared interest in
deepening political, cultural, and economic ties, the democracies of
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